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The mission of Listening Ear is to provide citizens of Michigan with humeri
and affordable housing that satisfy, support, and promote the dignity and
well-being of those in need. 1A

isteni

Gennosity of Spin

A Message from the Executive Director:

Over and over again during my years as Executive Director at Listening Ear | have been humbled and inspired by
your generosity of spirit. This fall we were awed by the firefighters, medical providers and ordinary citizens that
went the extra mile to help their neighbors during the horrific hurricane. We want our children to learn from those
examples of selflessness, tenacity, and, graciousness. Someday our children will be our caregivers and service
providers. They will be our bus drivers and mechanics, our nurses and business owners, our landlords and
neighbors that help those in our community
who are struggling.

| don't have to go far to find generous souls for
our youth to model. You are right here in our
community. Like those of you
that drove a neighbor to a
medical appointment, deliv-
ered a meal, served on a
board, led a youth group and
shared your time, your talents
and your gifts.

Continued on page 2...
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' P P} P}
INCREDIBLE COMMUNITY BuilbING A COMMUNITY THAT’S A['WW Tlere MM A W D»“MW&( We are thankful for these supporters!

MEET SOME OF THOSE YOU HELPED TO SUCCEED... Meet Leon. Leon is one of the
C’\ %) "6 Srinit 38,000 callers helped this last year.
Meet Nick. He is one of the - One holiday morning, an older aged man called the Crisis LISTENING EAR CRISIS CENTER FUND
Message continued from page 1. 38,000 callers last year. Center. He had called before and talked about feeling
Each year | am inspired by your acts of When Nick, an 18 year old with a history hopeless, but had not given his name. Bgt this time he said
kindness. Not long ago Listening Ear of homelessness and abuse called the hg ha<.3| a gun and wanted to shoot himself bg;ause his
received a sizeable gift from a local Crisis Center he said he had dropped wife didn't want hlm around anymore. The Crisis Center
business owner with instructions to out of high school, had no job and no ;taﬁ per;uaded him to provide his name and some other CONSUMER NEEDS & DREAMS FUND
purchase clothes, toys and food to make place to live. He was referred to the information ‘but'th.en heard a ggnshotjust before the caller
ayoung family's holidays brighter. There Transitional Living Program that serves hung up. With ]lmlted information, the §taﬁ spent six hour’s
were gifts by the Faith Weavers that homeless and abandoned youth ages contacting Central Dispatch, Community Mental Health‘s
helped young single mothers meet the 16-21. The Program’s case managers help support and on-call workers to find an address for this
needs of their children and take steps youth establish safe and stable housing, r man and send emergency responders to hls home. He
toward self-sufficiency. Hundreds of you find education and employment, 3 had not yet harmed hlmself When' they arrlved. He was CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE TREATMENT PROGRAM FUND
made United Way gifts that allowed us develop life skills and gain access to gl transported to the hgsp1t§| to receive medical and mental
to serve thousands of your neighbors. medical care and counseling. The case f% health care. Now he is doing well.
United Way funding is used to support manager worked with Nick to develop 2 Meet Henry. Henry is one of the
the Crisis Center and to serve abused a plan with steps to address his housing, .E 38,000 callers helped this last year.
children, abandoned and at risk youth employment and education. He enrolled A few months ago, Henry, a middle-aged man, contacted PRI A BANGEOR ERDOWMERTEERD
and families facing homelessnessThere in.adult ed'ucationf was ;ssisted in ﬁnding | Listening Ear's Cri;is Cent‘er saying that he ha‘d fallen on
were gifts made by service organizations a job and is now living in stable housing l hard times. Henry said that he was homeless, had no
like the Eagles, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Nick has received assistance for financial | money and no place to go. He said that he wanted to
and Optimists, fundraising projects by aid and V_‘”” be attepdmg Mid Michigan f-'lﬁl stay in the area and find a job but had no place to sleep, B eZIVEy 387NN
Central Michigan University students Community College in January. 4 take a shower or clean his clothes. Using a database
and grants by The Alden and Vada Meet James & Martha. They are é\ detailing eligibility requirements, hours and locations of
. Dow Family Foundations, the Rollin M among the 38,000 callers last year. community resources, Crisis Center staff referred Henry
Eoeurrs]tjzﬁirn j:(;”;?ﬁ;‘z‘, The Leppien James and Martha called Listening Ear's 'Er(;receive shelter in a motel using an emergency vouch}e.r. Thank you to these GENEROUS DONORS
Crisis Center after they became at risk for ey al’so”helped to arrange transportation using thg Crisis
. And there were your contributions losing their home. To make their house Center'’s “spend down" account funded by Listening Ear
'8 that help build our endowments within payments, both incomes were needed. staff recycling pop cans.  Henry was also given resources
the Mt Pleasant Area  Community But while James worked, Martha lost her ~ The above youth taking part in Listening for .fOOd' The next day the
Foundation to sustain our programs into job due to some serious medical issues.  Ear’s Transitional Living Program met Crisis Center staff helped him g . .
the future. She applied for Social Security disability her goal of graduating high school! to get his dirty clothes washed Did You Know that Last Year Listening Ear
With your support, Listening Ear’s Crisis but approval took nearly a year. By that and dried. He was also given
Center has been helping those in our time, their mortgage payments were several months delinquent. Martha attempted to resources to help ﬁnd' a job. Helped 38.000 Helped 120 Families
community who need a little extra ~ have their loan modified but was unsuccessful. The Crisis Center staff referred them to !'_ast mont}jl we received a e p_e 9ver ’ Deal with Home
help to succeed. The Crisis Center istening Ear's Homeownership Program where they began working with the certified Thank You" card from Henry, Crisis Line Callers Foreclosures

‘I 'have never before in my life
been in a position where | have
needed so much help. | have Provided
always been the one helping
others. Thank you Listening Ear | Affor(_iable,v'
for everything you have been e
doing for me and continue to
do!" He now has a safe place
to live and is on his way to being
elf-sufficient.

ousing counselor. Together they reviewed their financial and legal information and
he counselor contacted their lender. After some key problems with their paperwork
were resolved, they were able to modify their payments. The counselor also helped
them apply for a new housing program that helped them address their delinquency.
After working with the housing counselor for a year, James and Martha are now able to
afford their mortgage payments and stay in their own home.

has been providing crisis intervention,
information and referral services for
Isabella and neighboring counties for
more than four decades - 24 hours a
day every day.

Provided a
Loving Home
- to 35 Foster

~ Care Children

\

On these pages are some examples of
how your generosity of spirit made
a lasting difference.

Together we are building a community

thatis “Always There”. Helped 79
Sincerely, Homelesg
f outh

Donald Schuster, LMSW
Executive Director

Helped 3,000 Callers with Housing Assistance



